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The Special Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Last Thursday was the North American traditional festival—Thanksgiving Day. 
Normally, Americans have a big dinner at this day. However, as a Chinese who was in 
the United States for the first time, I had a fantastic and unusual Thanksgiving dinner 
with my friends. 
 

One day before Thanksgiving day, Ann’s uncle, who is an engineering professor 
in Kansas State University, had invited us to have dinner at his home. On Thursday 
morning, we five people arrived at his home at 11o’clock. Ann, Elsa, Liwei, Sue, and 
I went there together by car.  
 

Before we came, Ann’s uncle—Dr. Cai— had prepared all the materials already. 
But all of us helped her uncle to clean and cut food. Ann and Sue did cleaning, Elsa 
and Liwei did cutting, and I separated the food onto plates. Of course, Ann’s uncle 
was the big chef. He cooked the original soup, which is the significant part of the 
traditional “hot pot.” After one hour, we finished preparing, and our big meal had 
begun. 
 

In this big Thanksgiving dinner, we had a traditional North Chinese hot pot, 
which included lots of food, such as tofu, cabbages, pieces of fish, shrimp, seaweed 
and lamb. Everyone ate a lot, and there were also four kinds of alcohol—German beer, 
whisky, apple beer and grape wine—for the adults. We ate this meal for three hours, 
and we all appreciated our special celebration of a American festival. 
 

Even we didn’t have turkey, cranberry sauce, and apple pie, I still enjoyed my 
Thanksgiving dinner. I thank Ann’s uncle for bringing me an unforgettable memory.    
 

Qinxi Fan 







 
 

My Worst Experience in My Childhood 
 
   The worst experience in my childhood id what happened 
on the Children's Day. Every year, June 1st is Children's 
Day in China. And on that day, children will get together 
with their parents and enjoy the children's festival. I was 
six years old. My mama and I went to amusement park 
together on Children's Day. 
 
 It was so crowded, and I was separated from my mama 
soon. I became very worried and I didn't have money with 
me. I kept walking and finally found a bus which led to my 
aunt's shop because every ticket was free on that day only 
for children. I got on the bus and got off at my aunt's 
shop. Then I had some food. 
 
 Since my mama didn't have a cell phone at that time, 
we couldn't get in touch with her. So I had to go to my 
grandma's first. We just waited until she would call my 
grandma for help in the afternoon. At the time she called, 
everyone was relaxed. When mama heard that I was all right, 
she cried. She said that she was afraid that she cannot see 
me anymore. And I also cried. I couldn't imagine if I was 
abducted by a bad person or just had some accident. In a 
word, it was the worst Children's Day I have spent and it 
was the worst experience in my childhood. 
 

Diana Fan
 









Sarah Brink 
Movie Review 

 
I had some free time over the weekend so I decided to finally sit down and watch the 

German movie, Good Bye Lenin. Kara, a friend of mine majoring in German, has been urging me 

for weeks to watch this movie. Now that I have seen Good Bye Lenin, I wish I had taken Kara’s 

advice sooner. Good Bye Lenin was an amazing film! If I were a film critic, I would give it five 

stars, easily! The film tells a story about a man named Alex who lives in East Berlin during the 

Cold War. His mother, a staunch supporter of the socialist values and practices seen in East 

Germany and the rest of the USSR, has a heart attack and goes into a coma. A few days later the 

Berlin Wall falls and with its collapse, the USSR and everything Alex’s mother believes in. 

Alex’s mother wakes up eight months later to a Berlin very different from the one she has always 

known. The doctors warn Alex that his mother’s heart is still weak and any excitement could 

trigger another heart attack. Thus begins Alex’s task of hiding the fact that East Germany is a 

completely different place. He tries to recreate, for his mother, East Germany while it was under 

Soviet rule. The movie is very emotional but it also has some very funny parts, especially Alex’s 

antics to keep his mother in the dark. I thought that the actor playing Alex, Daniel Bruhl, was 

especially talented and I have already asked my friend, Kara, if she knows any of his other 

movies. Good Bye Lenin does a good job of showing the feeling of nostalgia some East Germans 

felt once Western capitalism came into their lives. I do not think they missed the USSR’s strict 

government or crippled economy. Instead, I think they missed a slower, simpler time when they 

felt more connected with each other and there was a sense of togetherness that most do not 

experience living in a face-paced, capitalistic society. Good Bye Lenin is one of those few 

movies today that really makes you think; not that I do not enjoy chick flicks and action movies 

but it is nice to watch a clever, thought-provoking movie now and then. 
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